Invest in
tomorrow’s
leaders
SCHOLARSHIP

About the GSBA
Scholarship Fund
The GSBA Scholarship Fund awards
scholarships to LGBTQ and allied students
who exhibit leadership potential, strong
academic abilities, and involvement in school
and community organizations. Founded in
1990, the GSBA Scholarship Fund has
awarded over 700 scholarships totaling
over $4 million.

Lead Bold
The GSBA Guarantee
The Guarantee is our commitment to
ongoing funding of our undergraduate
scholars. Every scholar who has met
certain criteria is eligible for up to four
years of undergraduate scholarship funding.
This commitment to our scholars’ success
and eventual graduation helps support our
future leaders in a way that few programs
are able to do. We ask our donors to consider
also making ongoing commitments to help
sustain the continuing support that is so
vital to the success of our mission.
The GSBA Leadership Academy
Investing in GSBA Scholars
beyond the classroom
The Leadership Academy arose from
several years’ efforts at engaging existing
GSBA Scholars and enriching their
educational experiences beyond the
classroom. The Academy curriculum
equips them with fundamental skills and
practical strategies for leadership and
enhances their understanding of diversity,
social justice, and group dynamics.

Scholarship
by the
Numbers
50+
scholarships
awarded EACH

YEAR.

OVER

$500,000
invested EACH

YEAR.

700+

scholarships given SINCE

1991.

AVERAGE SCHOLARSHIP

$9,000
ANNUALLY.
OVER

50%

of scholars are the first in their family

TO ATTEND COLLEGE.

The Faces of Scholarship
Over the course of its history, the GSBA
Scholarship Fund has touched thousands
of lives and impacted communities across
the world. When the scholarship fund
founders first came together—little did
they know, they were creating a movement
that would change lives forever...
ANNA RINK

CURRENT
SCHOLAR

“This scholarship has meant the
world to me. It has helped remind
me to constantly push to be the best
version of myself, to be the mentor
and leader I needed when I was
younger. Most obviously, the GSBA
Scholarship has given me more
confidence in paying for school
and planning for the future. It’s
also given me the most extensive
support system of my life.”

ALEJANDRA SILVA
HERNANDEZ
“My family sacrificed everything,
the GSBA Scholarship fund gave
us hope. I’ve become a cancer
researcher, gained advocacy skills
and see my dreams of a future in
medicine becoming a reality.”

SCHOLARSHIP
ALUMN

RICHARD CROSS

SCHOLARSHIP
VOLUNTEER

“When I was growing up in the
Florida Panhandle, there were no
LGBTQ+ scholarships and not many
out-LGBTQ+ role models. Giving
back to the scholarship program not
only helps future LGBTQ+ leaders
with more equitable access to
education, but it allows me to be
that openly gay, biracial role model
I wish I had.”

TOM THOROGOOD

SCHOLARSHIP
DONOR

“The GSBA Scholarship Fund allows
me to have a direct, powerful,
positive influence on someone’s
life, and to give recognition and
reward to leaders amplifying
the voices of the LGBTQIA+
community. I can’t think of a more
impactful way to invest in the
future of our communities than by
directly supporting education and
leadership.”

Becoming a Scholar
• Applications open on National Coming Out
Day (October 11th) and close in early January.
• Applicants must be Washington State Residents.
• Preference is given to students who are 		
self-identify as LGBTQ, members of LGBTQ
families, or straight allies who have been
supportive of the LGBTQ community.
All applicants must be able to demonstrate
a commitment to equality and human rights
for all.
• Applicants must be pursuing an associate’s
degree, bachelor’s degree, or undergraduate
certification at an accredited community
college, vocational/technical/trade school, or a
four-year college or university.
• Current college students, those planning to
enroll in a program during the next academic
year, and current high school seniors are all
eligible to apply.
• A limited number of scholarships for graduate
and doctorate programs are available for
students who received a GSBA scholarship
while earning their undergraduate degree.

Invest in Tomorrow’s Leaders
GSBA supports lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer
and allied students who have
the vision and the ability to
truly make a difference in the
world. With a GSBA scholarship,
CARRIE CARSON
students are able to focus
L. ROBB
more on their academic
SCHOLARSHIP
BENEFACTOR
pursuits. With the financial
burden lightened, they may
be able to work one less job, avoid going into
student loan debt, and involve themselves in
community activities.
This is a community effort. We are giving these
students the gift of education, and they are giving
us a future full of hope and equality. We encourage
you to join us in supporting tomorrow’s leaders
today!
The Ruby Slipper Club is the major donor club
of the GSBA Scholarship Fund. Ruby Slipper
Club members demonstrate their support for
the Scholarship Fund by making a significant
gift of $1,000 or more per year. The GSBA holds
an annual Ruby Slipper Club Reception for
major donors as a thank you and to report on
the growth of the Fund and its programs. Ruby
Slipper members also receive a ruby slipper pin
that identifies them as major donors.
The Emerald Jewels of the GSBA Scholarship
Fund are those donors who have given a onetime gift or pledge to the Fund of $10,000 or
more. This amount represents a significant
contribution to our ability to support our future
leaders. Emerald Jewels receive an invitation to
the annual Emerald Jewel Luncheon and an
emerald pin that identifies them as major donors.
The President’s Circle represents some of the
GSBA Scholarship Fund’s biggest supporters,
these are donors who have invested $50,000+
in our future leaders. These donors are
instrumental in supporting the longevity of the
Fund through their yearly contributions and
continuous championing of the Fund throughout
the community. President’s Circle members
receive an invitation to our annual President’s
Circle dinner, annual donor receptions, and are
identified with a diamond pin.

Become a GSBA
Sustaining Donor
By making a recurring monthly donation, you
make a lasting commitment to the success
of the GSBA Scholars, supporting them to
achieve their dreams of a higher education.
Becoming a sustaining donor is a great way
to help ensure the stability and effectiveness
of the GSBA Scholarship Fund.

Planned Giving
How will you be remembered? Investing in
the future of our community through estate
gifts to the GSBA Scholarship Fund allows
us to continue what we are doing today well
into the future. Many donors have shown their
commitment to tomorrow’s LGBTQ+ and allied
leaders through bequests in their wills.

Workplace Giving
These programs allow you to designate a
portion of your salary to be deducted from
your paycheck and forwarded directly to the
GSBA Scholarship Fund. Many businesses also
offer matching gift programs, doubling the
impact of your contribution. Check with your
Human Resources Department to see if your
company provides a workplace giving
or matching gift program.

Gifts of Stocks or Securities
GSBA accepts gifts of publicly traded stocks,
bonds or mutual funds.

To learn more about investing in tomorrow’s
leaders, please contact the GSBA Scholarship
Fund at:
206.363.9188
scholarship@theGSBA.org

Mission
To invest in the education of a
diverse group of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer, and
allied students who have the capacity
and vision to be the next
generation of leaders working
to create a better world for all.

Vision
Diverse leaders who have the
vision, compassion and capability
to solve global issues and secure
human rights for all.

400 East Pine Street
Suite 322
Seattle, WA 98122
theGSBAscholarship.org
206-363-9188
THE GSBA SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IS A PROGRAM OF

09/2019

