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MISSION VISION VALUES

To combine business development,
leadership and social action to expand
economic opportunities for the lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer
community and those who support
equality for all.

A vibrant global economy strengthened « Exchange Ideaa

through the full participation of diverse e Increase Visibility

local communities. e Work Collaboratively
e Celebrate Diversity
¢ Promote Inclusiveness
e Invest in Future Leaders




The Pillars of GSBA

GSBA is a powerful force for promoting equality and diversity in the workplace in
Washington State. As the largest LGBTQ+ and allied chamber of commerce in North

America, GSBA represents small businesses, corporations, and nonprofit organizations
that share those values. Proudly connecting the community through business across the
state of Washington, GSBA delivers invaluable advantages to its members, including
complimentary business consulting and classes, advocating for civil rights and small
business in Olympia, and investing in the next generation of leaders through The GSBA
Scholarship & Education Fund. These four pillars of community, business, advocacy and
philanthropy together, make up the work of GSBA;

Business

GSBA invests in small business by offering a variety of free business
development workshops and courses throughout the year. Our classes
include the Supplier Diversity pipeline towards LGBTBE certification,
corporate inclusion training, and one-on- one consulting opportunities. In
addition, we promote your business to thousands of loyal LGBTQ+ and allied
visitors to our online directory and can even assist with staffing through our
member job board. In 2023, we proudly partnered with Comcast to give out
40 Small Business grants through the Ready for Business program.

Philanthropy

GSBA promotes philanthropy by offering scholarships and leadership
development programs, recognizing the importance of cultivating and
fostering tomorrow’s leaders. We believe that by supporting LGBTQ+
students in their academic pursuits through GSBA scholarships, we
contribute to a collaborative effort towards a more equitable future. Looking
ahead to 2024, we are thrilled to be welcoming our first group of Workforce
Development Scholars focused on two-year degrees in the trades.

Advocacy

GSBA invests in advocacy by engaging with elected officials and
policymakers, including our lobbyists in Olympia. We advocate for policies
that benefit our members and community at the city, regional, state, and
federal levels. We represent the voice of our members before elected
officials and bring elected officials directly to our members. GSBA often
collaborates with a wide array of community partners to advance the views
of our members, the LGBTQ+ community, and small businesses.

Trans Advocacy Day
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Membership Breakdown

Trade Complimentary

9.8% 4%
Sponsor Friend of GSBA
o 4.5% 0.7%

Small & micro- businesses: the
majority of whom are LGBTQ+
(70%) and/or women-owned (48%)

Microbusiness

211%
Small Business Non Profit Plus
Majority of businesses 40.4% 2.4%
served are located in the Nonprofit
Greater Seattle Area 7.6%
Updated Jan 2026

MEMBERS STRONG

1,594
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Community Focused Events

GSBA delivered 35 hosted events in 2025,
creating year-round opportunities for
connection, learning, advocacy, leadership
development, and community engagement.

More than 1,500 registrations were recorded
across GSBA-hosted events, with signature
programs like the Pride Luncheon, Economic
Development Conference, and Power Connects
drawing some of the year’s largest audiences.

Programming reached across GSBA’s mission, from business education and
professional networking to scholarship support, public policy conversations,
neighborhood safety, and leadership development. Events brought the community
together in spaces across Seattle, partnering with local businesses, cultural
institutions, and community organizations while giving members new ways to build
relationships and engage with GSBA.
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N3
INTRODUCING

THE LGBTQ+
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

Washington’s corporate LGBTQ+ leaders asked
) for more opportunities to grow.

The GSBA Leadership Institute was our answer.

In 2025, GSBA launched the LGBTQ+ Leadership Institute, a 10-month professional
development program designed to strengthen leadership across our region. Through
monthly in-person sessions in Seattle, participants work with expert instructors,
complete an Insights Discovery assessment, and apply practical leadership tools to
real challenges in their workplaces and communities.

Grounded in equity and inclusion, the Institute builds key leadership skills—including
communication, team engagement, decision-making, and financial literacy—while
fostering sustainable leadership practices. Graduates join a growing alumni network
of LGBTQ+ and allied leaders committed to supporting one another and

strengthening the broader community.

LEADERSHIP

INSTITUTE
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Advocacy

GSBA'’s advocacy work makes sure LGBTQ+ and allied
businesses are not only represented, but heard where
decisions are made. By building relationships with

policy

priorities, and bringing real community experiences into

policy

economic environment where small businesses can grow,
adapt, and remain part of the communities they serve.

>
£
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July 31, 2025 C ¢
Gabriel Neuman, Policy Counsel & Govt. Relations Mgr.
Greater Seattle Business Association a safer, stronger neighborhood.

makers, organizing businesses around shared

conversations, we work to shape a more equitable

Jen Carl

We welcomed Jen Carl as GSBA'’s

Neighborhood Safety Coordinator,

strengthening our work on Capitol

Hill with a dedicated focus on

safety, connection, and practical

: support for local businesses. Jen

Eel ; works directly with business owners,

community partners, and public
agencies to identify challenges,

build relationships, and help create

In 2025 GSBA:

Advocated for LGBTQ+ protections at the state level, engaging policymakers
on trans student privacy, access to gender-affirming care, Washington’s
Shield Law, and other legislation impacting LGBTQ+ communities.

Advanced small business priorities in Seattle, including corner-store
legislation, business tax reform, neighborhood investment, and policies
designed to strengthen local commercial districts.

Helped expand economic opportunity for LGBTQ+ entrepreneurs, supporting
supplier diversity efforts and the advancement of LGBTQ+ business
certification in Washington.

Mobilized GSBA'’s voice on federal policy threats to nonprofits and LGBTQ+
organizations, joining national partners to protect charitable giving,
scholarship programs, and nonprofit advocacy.

Strengthened Capitol Hill public safety advocacy, connecting businesses with
resources, supporting safety investments, and elevating neighborhood
concerns with City partners.

GSBA

2025 Impact Report pg 6



GSBA Financials

2025 Expenses $2,386,478

Total Cash Assets

2025 Revenue $2,489,122 2025- $2,489,383

2024-52,143,122
Net Rev- $102,905

Income Expenses

o o

9%
Small Business

Recovery & Tech
Grants

o 0 Membership o
24 /0 2 /o Engagement \11 /o
- = i
Memebrship Dues  Interest ;ii'zm;” '”_9 \ Cultivation &

34% :%E:Lm 11 % Outreach

Grants Admin

Scholarship Financials

$565,000

Given in direct Scholarships

Individual Donations 79.20% $884,567
Corporate/Foundation Giving 4.73% $52,872
Programs (excluding events) 4.84% $54,006
Interest & Dividends 2.96% $33,076
Net Event Income 8.27% $92,387
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Scholarship & Education

For 35 years, the GSBA Scholarship & Education Fund has helped LGBTQ+
and allied scholars pursue education, build careers, and create new
opportunities. Beyond financial support, scholars gain access to
mentorship, professional development, and a community invested in their
success across college, workforce development, and skilled trades.

* 4 (8%)are Indigenous/First Peoples.

« 17 (33%) experience great financial need.

« 18(35%) are from rural communities lacking infrastructure for LGBTQIA folks.
« 22 (42%) persist through their schooling with disabilities.

« 24 (46%) are first generation college students.

« 36 (69%) are transgender/gender diverse/gender non-conforming.

« 40 (77%) are BIPOC.
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Though from
WA, scholars
attend post-

secondary
schools across
the US.
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Individual Donors

Our scholars’ success is made possible by a community that believes in
their potential. We are deeply grateful to every donor who invests in their
education, their goals, and the opportunities ahead.

Royal Scot Hotel & Suites

Ashley Adair
Bradley Adams
Sam Affinito
Steve Albright
Jen Albright
Houman Aliabad
Tanner Allen
Kermit Allen
Tanner Allen

Eric Allen

Eli Allison
Elizabeth Allum
Andrea Anderson
Emil Anderson
Jess Anderson
Philip Anderson
Rob Anderson
Anonymous Anonymous
Natalie Arreola
Jeff Asavalertpanich
Frani Assaf

C.J. Augustine

Vanessa Ausmus

Adrian Ayala
Samantha Ayers
Danielle Baker
Anton Bakke
Linda Bakken
Merri Baldwin
Joe Banks
Michael Barker
Bill & Jess Bartig
Erin Bartlett

Kirk Baruth
Linda BARZILAI
Ted Bash

David Bayless
Nicholas Beaton
Jode Beauvais
Kate Beck
Samantha Beeman
Chris Befumo
Brooke Belman
Andres Belmont

Lance Belville

Taylor Benavente

Geoff Bender
Nathan Benedict
Mac Benedict
Camilo Benitez
Vernon Bennett
John Berg

Roger Berger
Jason Bergevin
Jeffrey Bergin
Gerald Bernhoft
Jaime Biava
Marianne Bichsel
Chad Biesman
Chad Biesman
Dustin Birashk
Amie Bishop
Wayne Bitterman
Jarad Bivins
Stephen Black
Esther Blair
David Blandford

Tina Blixt
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Arielle Bloostein
Kim Bogucki
Shannon Boldizsar
Federico Borrego
Misty Borst
Diane Bowe
Daisy Bower
James Braden
Nicole Bradley
Mary Brainard
Brandon Bremen
Lydia Brewer
Bobbe Bridge
Mikey Brouse
Alan Brown
Perry Bryant
Mark Burchardt
Amy Burdick
Chris Burkett
Edward Busch
Cam Byers
Brendan Byron
Letitia Cain
Ismael Calderon
Kooper Campbell

Heidi Campo

Christopher Canlas
Christopher Canlas
Letwon Canton
Santiago Cantu Kyle
Caringello

Jen Carl

Sonia Carlson
Kendra Carlson
Sonja Carlson

Erin Carnes

Colleen Carpenter
Carla Carrell
Carmen Carrillo
Carrie Carson Kathy
& John Casey Pablo
Castillo Pablo
Castillo

Nyka Castro

Leda Chahim

John Chaney

Joey Chapman
Jennifer Chastain
Jacky-Vy Chau
Carlos Chavez
Josie Chen

Louise Chernin

Christian Chin
Michael Chong
Chad Christeson
Michael Ciaccia
Angie Cino
Jackson Cloud
Kim Colaprete
Jamila Conley
Michelle Connor
Wayne Cook
Joshua Cooper
Zac Cooper
Joshua Cooper
Lucas Copperman
Anthony Cordova
Daniel Cords
Kale Corey
Abigail Cote
Emily Cotterman
Leah Crane
Alicia Crank
Alicia Crank
Gregory Crick
Daniel Cross
Alysha Curry

Alysha Curry

B
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Miri Cypers

Miri Cypers
Stephanie Dallas
Matthew Dario
Julio Davila
Cathy and Robb Davila
Martha Davis
Parker Dawson
Amanda Daylong
La De Soto
Tommy Decker
Dakota Decker
Brent Deim

Thad Delesus
Kristina DeMain

Brooke Densmore

Williams

Caleb DeVera

Linda Di Lello Morton
Darrick Dickerson
Greg Dieckmann
David DuBose

Lori Dugdale

Lisa Duke

Ben Dulas

Robert Duran

Austin Durflinger
Roz Edison
Lesley Egbert
Tal Eidelman
Yoseph Elaameir
Kristi Ellefson
Sara Elward
Josh Enell

Eric Engmann
Evan Eriksen
Evan Eriksen
Deborah Escher
Henry Escobar

Viviana Espindola

Antonio Esqueda Flores

Javier Estrada
Teresa Evans
Brendan Evans
Vicki Fabré

Michelle (Fern)

Ferndandez-Johnson
Efrem Feshaa

Iza Feyeux

Amelia Rayburn Fiduccia

Elaine Field

Taylor Fish

Sarah Fleming
Erika Flin

Mesha Florentino
Daniel Flores
Anne Flores

Aline Flower

Fiona Ford

Dana Fornasar
Amy Fortune

Holly Fountain
Michael Freund
Christopher Friend
Christopher Friend
Tiffany Fritchman
Joe Fugere

Avery Fukeda
Susan Fuller
Kersten Gaba
Antonia Gales Ryan
Ganfield Alicia
Gardner Christine
Gaston Eric
Gauthier Jennifer
Gerstorff Mary
Gibson Latrelle

Gibson

O
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Stacey Gilbert
Hugh Gilmore
Frank Girolami
Jourdan Golatte
Tristan Golban
Holly Golden
Ben Golden
Georgia Golla

Emannuel Gomes

Macedo

Graciela Gomez

Hari Gonzalez

Dan Goodman

Dan Goodman
Thushari Gooneratne
Ralph Gorin

Cortney Gosset

Dot Gosset

Sandra Govela
James Gram

Elliat Graney-Saucke
Amber Granger Brown
Barbara Grant
Steven Graunke
Brent Gray

Nicole Gress

Koltyr Griffin
Jennifer Griffith
Rob Griswold
Tim Gruich
Michael Guittard
Steve Gunn
Steve Gunn
Sarah Guthrie
Tony Gutierrez
Rissel Guzman
Seann Hallisky
Darren Hamby
Art Hamilton
George Hampton Jr
Roy Hamrick
Louise Hansen
Stacy Harbour-Van Hoy
Jenny Harding
Robert Hardy

B Harper

Paul Hart
Michael Hart
Paul Hart

Ryan Harter
Cooper Hartman

Hayden Harvey

Hayden Harvey
Stacie Harwood
Teri Hatfield
Ruby Hayden
Ted Healy

Patti Hearn
Mary Ann Heeren
Jon Hegwood
Betsy Heimburger
Andrew Held
Alex Henkens
Kelly Hennessy
Lendy Hensley
Dena Herbolich
Kris Hermanns
Rica Herrera
Michelle Hidalgo
Samuel Hilbert
Steve Hilbert
Lisa Hilbert
Willow Hill

Eliot Hills

Nancy Hindes
Andrew Hirsch
Steph Hirsch

Maggie Hochberg

O
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Jonathan Hodax
Melanie Hodgman
Marti Hoffer

Scott Holleman
Robert Holman
Gabriel Honeycutt
Melanie Hoshino
Susan Houck
Courtney House
Tim Howell

Kerry Howell
Chien-Ming Huang
Tom Hubbard
Jennifer Huff
Corissa Hughes
Megan Hulett
Randy Hurlow

Eve Hwang

Angel Ibarra

Paul Ikeda

Kristin Ireland
Joseph Irons
Brittany Jarnot
Christina Javelona
Sharlene Javelona

Noah Jennings

Steve Jensen & Vincent
Lipe Jensen & Lipe

Lorraine Jessich
Kunlun Jia

Even Johansen
Shehreen Johnson
Patty Johnson
Vanessa Johnson
Anne Johnson
Kelly Jones

Claire E. Jones
Madison Jones
Sasha Jones
Juliana Jones

Tess Jordan
Christopher Joyce
Domonique Juleon
Judith Kaftan
Melanna Kallionakis
Su Jin Kang

Megan Karl

Fanna Kebede
Katherine Kelley
Sheila Kelley Fernandez
Christa Kemp

Christa Kemp

Vivianne Kennedy
Bryan Kern
Caitlin Key
Kristin KEY

Patti Kibbe
JillKillen

Steven Kilmer
David Kinard
Dana Kindberg
Jim King

Megan Kitagawa
Raven Klingele
Sarah Ko

Kerri Kokias
Gillian Kovarik
Jim Kroll

Kurt Kruckeberg
Yohanes Kurnia
Kamryn Kurtzner
Natalie LaBerge
Robin LaChance
Cody Lambert
Matt Landers
Garett Larivee
Johnine Larsen

Kevin Larson

B
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Kathryn Larson
Liz Lasater

Andrew Latta

Douglas Laudenschlager

Alex Lawlis
Mariely Lemagne
Jeff Lepis

Robin Leventhal
Dena Levine
Anne Levinson
Chris Lewis
Chris Lindstrom
Aaron Lindstrom
Anthony Little
Sally Lloyd
Carole Lockhart
Ilona Lohrey
Axel Lopez-Calderon
Linda Lowry
Reuben Lozano-Aguilar
Brian Ludford
Stephen Lue
Blaine Lundgren
Lonnie Lusardo
Lacey Lybecker

BENJAMIN LYNN

Sarah Mac

Paolo Macariola
Leslie Mackie

Micah Madison

Anne Magoon-Hunter
Dave Mandapat David
Manley

Krista Mann

Anthony Mar

Chris Marcacci

Scott Markley
Jaimée Marsh

Chuck Martin

Shay Martinez

Lydia Martiny

Linda Marzano

Stacy Mauch

Gail Mautner

Gail Mautner Michelle
McBreen Nicki
McCraw

Robert McDonough
Jason McEvers

Mac McGregor
Hedda McLendon

Kevin McNamara

Madi McNamara
Morgan Medeiros
John Medlin

Juan Mejia
Matilde Melendez
Richard Merrifield
Michelle Merriweather
Mike Messenger
Nolan Meyer
Jaws Michlein
Angela Mikkelson
Tom Milewski
Patrick Milian
Aimee Miller
Toraya Miller
Aimee Miller
Seth Milleson
Travis Millspaugh
Adrian Montalvo
Gabriel Mora
Gibran Moreno
Alex Morgan Bender
Anna Morris

Wesley "Wes Wunder"

Morris

April Morse

O
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Danielle Moser
Bobby Moss
Kelly Murray
Eva Murrell
Isaac Musket
Kiwa Nadas
Vishal Nair
Tracy Nako
Timothy Narby
Alex Nason
Ryan Nass
Ryan Nass
Stephen Nathan
Dan Navarro
Christina Neff
Christine Nelson
Paul Nelson
Finn Nelson
Erica Nelson
Carter Nelson
Mitch Nesset
Jordie Neth
Randall Newell
Mike Newhouse
Mark Newton

Daniel Nguyen-Fleming

Zack Niebruegge
Kari Niebruegge
Kelli Nielsen

Gay Niven Matthew
Norman Patrick
North Roger Nyhus
Jennifer O’Neal
Carolyn Ockels
Katherine Ockels
Kelly Odell

Sandi O'Donnell
Amy O'Donnell Zhi-
Xiang (Alex) Oh
Andrew Ohlert
Rumi Ohnui
Jonathan Oliver
Karen Olson Dustin
O'Quinn Dustin
O'Quinn Gregory
Oram

Lori Ormerod

Jeff Orton

Jen Osborn

Beth Osborne

Allison Osmanson

Rosa Ostrom
Jesse Ou

Steve Overman
Ashley Owen
Korey Padilla
Paul Paladino
Michael Pamphlet
Rey Pams

Bryan Pansing
Rodrigo Parisi
Chris Parker Trinity
Parker Shawn
Patrick Bish Paul
Kai Peabody
Kenneth Pearson
Sherry Perrault
Susan Perreault
Glenn Peterson
Tim Peyton
Kierra Phifer
Matthew Phillips
Daniel Phillips
Abigail Pishaw
Sofia Pitsa

Tina Podlodowski
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Alexis Pontikis
Sylvia Pope
Jason Porter

Stephen Poteet

Naomi Price-Lazarus

Ben Pritchett

Peder Punsalan-Teigen

Nathan Punsalan-Teigen

Jeff Pyatt
Madelaine Pyatt
Loren Pyeatt
Karen Quinn
Megan Rabin
Nick Radandt
Ryan Raffetto
Kellin Ramage
Matthew Ramaly
Kyle Rapifian
Aimee Ratte
Chantae Recasner
Madeline Reeves
Michael Reis
Gary Renville
Angel Reyes

Fernando Reyes-

Gonzalez

Kim Reynolds
Addy Reza

Scott Rice

Deneen Richardson
Esther Richmond
Don Riling

Don Riling

Rosie Rimando-

Chareunsap
Lora Riveland
Rianna Riveland
Marissa Riveland
Kara Roberts
Jedediah Roberts
James Robinson
Robert Roblee
FORREST RODE
Morgan Romero
Jeffrey Roper
Stephanie Roth
Steve Rovig
Dustin Rowland
Colleen Rozillis
Deborah Rustin
John Ryan

Dan Ryan

Cheng Saeteurn
Mel Salazar
Omari Salisbury
Lavender Samms
René Sanchez
Lisa Saragosa
Kamala Saxton
Nikki Schaidt
Roby Schapira
Audrey Schena
Risha Schildkraut
Skyler Schmitt Kerri
Schroeder Olivia
Schultz Olivia
Schultz Rudd
Schupp Alison
Scott

Malia Seawright
David Selander
Gina Sequeira Greg
Serum Melissa
Sevier Sydney
Sewell James
Shackelford Peter
Shaffer

Katie Sharpe

B
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Geoffrey Shelton
Brad Sherman
Gloria Shin
Todd Shively
Todd Shively
James Short
Kevin Siegrist
Kevin Siegrist
Jael Silva Arroyo
Kevin Simison
Sandy Simon
Bruce Siqueland
Diane Skwiercz
Brandee Slosar
Jen Smeby
Sergey Smirnov
Veronica Smith
Shane Smith
Aislinn Smith
Andrea Smith
Kevin Smith
Adam Sobol
Randi Solinsky
Amber Soto
Kevin Spratt

Debiruth Stanford

Morgan Stanley
Melinda Starbird

Roger Starkweather
Kaiti Staup

Nicole Steele

Jesse Stein

Robert Steinfelder
Christine Stepherson
Julie Stofel

Vicki Marie Stolsen
Mark Stoner

Alyson Stoner-Rhoades
Michele Storms Michele
Storms

Nat Stratton-Clarke
Nat Stratton-Clarke
Blaine Streske

Aaron Stright

Melanie Stroh

Tim Studlack

Dennis Suarez

Jennifer Surbaugh Jason
Suydam

Gary Szeredy

Gary Szeredy

Eva Szorenyi

Tamara Tachdjian

Natalie Tambur
Thompson

Nicola Tannion
Lindsey Taylor-Jangaard
Gail Terzi

Qgiv Test

Ridhima Tharad
Lauren Thein

Mary Jane Thomas
James Thomas
Ann Thomason
Brian Thompson
Brian Tieu

Haily Tift

John Tippins

Kim Tisdale

Patar Tobing

April Tomlinson
Patricia Tornes
Alexi Torres
Jennifer Traini
Todd Traynor-Corey
Brittany Trepadean
Jason Trichler

Karen Trilevsky

O
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Andrew Trindle
Holden Tubbs
Gary Tucker
Piper Turner
Cassandra Tuttle
Raymond Tymas-Jones
Tomo Uehara
Tressa Umali
Rema Upadhyay
Rema Upadhyay
Dana Vaccaro
Alaura Valley
John Van Hoy
Aurora Varela
Michelle Vaughters
Brian Vautour
Moya Vazquez
Tanner Vea
Francesca Vega
Julia Vendimiatti
John Venzon
Anoop Verma
Jessica Vets
Anthony Viggiano
Oskar Villafuerte

Victor Villegas

Madeliene Von Scherr
Susan Vossler
Timothy Wagner

Toti Walia

Carol Walter

Dale Wampler
Marcos Wanless
Kevin Warch

Victoria Watts
Brandon Weaver
Michael Weidemann
Kayla Weiner

Kirsten Weiss
Brendan Weitzman
Kaleb Welsh

Tye Westmark

Kent Whipple

Rich White

lan White

Jennifer White-Theissing
David Wildman
Kenyon Williams
MATTHEW WILLPRECHT
Andrew Wilson

Tyler Wilson

Michael Wilson Woody

Shayla Winter Shayla
Winter

Chris Witherspoon
Leslie Wolford

John Wong
Veronica Wood
Todd Woodruff
Larry Woods-Palmer
Matt Woolcott
Derek Woolston

Ari Worthman
Clayton Wright

Mike Wronski
Elayne Wyle Winston
Xu

Laurel Yamaguchi
Yujian Yang

Hana Yohannes
Shanon Yop

Brenda Young

Mary Yu

Sharon Yun

Dorsee Zaballero
Yudi Zhang

Adam Zimmerman

B
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Named Funds

Named Funds create a lasting connection between generosity and opportunity. Established
by individuals, families, and community partners, these funds honor meaningful stories
and values while providing direct support to GSBA scholars year after year.

6th Pillar

Andrew Lee Wong
Memorial

Beeks Family Law
Beeks Family Legacy

Beeks Open Arms Fund
(Emergency Fund)
Benedict-Highee
(Leadership Conference
Fund)

Built with Pride
C Wight Reade

Charlie Brydon
Scholarship for Political
Science & Government

David Barzilai Memorial
Food is Love

Gail Terzi Science &
Technology
Get PAID, 2

Giblett Family

glamazon

John Rubino & Doug
Dorton

Kenny Olson & John Reed

Spratt Rainbow Family
Fund

L Robb Memorial

Louise Chernin Future
Leader

Mark E. McNeil Memorial
Graduate Scholarship
MEM Memorial Graduate

Scholarship
Continuation (new)

The Mom Fund

Novasio-Wilson
Community Scholar
Olympic Hot Tub

Pyatt Family Scholarship
for Social Justice

Rachelle Mileur Memorial
Richard C Rolfs
Rosi Fund

Sandy Peterson Memorial

Sandy Peterson
Leadership (Immersion
Weekend)

School Supplies Fund
Swire Coca-Cola
Symetra Empowers

Theodore & Rosemarie
Ockels Memoirial

Thoelke Gaspari
T-Mobile #BeYou

Herman Lantz & Donald
Coffman Memorial
Wozumi Family

Uber

El Alma de Kokos

Scholarship Fund
(pending)

Glenn Johnson & Michael
Melancon Bright Horizon
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
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	The Pillars of GSBA
	GSBA is a powerful force for promoting equality and diversity in the workplace in Washington State. As the largest LGBTQ+ and allied chamber of commerce in North America, GSBA represents small businesses, corporations, and nonprofit organizations that share those values. Proudly connecting the community through business across the state of Washington, GSBA delivers invaluable advantages to its members, including complimentary business consulting and classes, advocating for civil rights and small business in Olympia, and investing in the next generation of leaders through The GSBA Scholarship & Education Fund. These four pillars of community, business, advocacy and philanthropy together, make up the work of GSBA:
	Business
	GSBA invests in small business by offering a variety of free business development workshops and courses throughout the year. Our classes include the Supplier Diversity pipeline towards LGBTBE certification, corporate inclusion training, and one-on- one consulting opportunities. In addition, we promote your business to thousands of loyal LGBTQ+ and allied visitors to our online directory and can even assist with staffing through our member job board. In 2023, we proudly partnered with Comcast to give out 40 Small Business grants through the Ready for Business program.

	Philanthropy
	GSBA promotes philanthropy by offering scholarships and leadership development programs, recognizing the importance of cultivating and fostering tomorrow’s leaders. We believe that by supporting LGBTQ+ students in their academic pursuits through GSBA scholarships, we contribute to a collaborative effort towards a more equitable future. Looking ahead to 2024, we are thrilled to be welcoming our first group of Workforce Development Scholars focused on two-year degrees in the trades.

	Advocacy
	GSBA invests in advocacy by engaging with elected officials and policymakers, including our lobbyists in Olympia. We advocate for policies that benefit our members and community at the city, regional, state, and federal levels. We represent the voice of our members before elected officials and bring elected officials directly to our members. GSBA often collaborates with a wide array of community partners to advance the views of our members, the LGBTQ+ community, and small businesses.
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	Membership Breakdown


	63%
	Small & micro- businesses: the majority of whom are LGBTQ+ (70%) and/or women-owned (48%)
	Majority of businesses served are located in the Greater Seattle Area
	Updated Jan 2026

	1,594
	MEMBERS STRONG
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	Community Focused Events


	1.5k
	GSBA delivered 35 hosted events in 2025, creating year-round opportunities for connection, learning, advocacy, leadership development, and community engagement.
	More than 1,500 registrations were recorded across GSBA-hosted events, with signature programs like the Pride Luncheon, Economic Development Conference, and Power Connects drawing some of the year’s largest audiences.
	Digital Footprint
	40%
	NEWSLETTER OPEN RATE
	30K+

	85K
	YEARLY WEBSITE VISITORS
	INTRODUCING

	THE LGBTQ+

	LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
	Washington’s corporate LGBTQ+ leaders asked for more opportunities to grow.
	The GSBA Leadership Institute was our answer.
	In 2025, GSBA launched the LGBTQ+ Leadership Institute, a 10-month professional development program designed to strengthen leadership across our region. Through monthly in-person sessions in Seattle, participants work with expert instructors, complete an Insights Discovery assessment, and apply practical leadership tools to real challenges in their workplaces and communities.
	Grounded in equity and inclusion, the Institute builds key leadership skills—including communication, team engagement, decision-making, and financial literacy—while fostering sustainable leadership practices. Graduates join a growing alumni network of LGBTQ+ and allied leaders committed to supporting one another and strengthening the broader community.


	Advocacy
	Jen Carl
	In 2025 GSBA:
	Advocated for LGBTQ+ protections at the state level, engaging policymakers on trans student privacy, access to gender-affirming care, Washington’s Shield Law, and other legislation impacting LGBTQ+ communities.
	Advanced small business priorities in Seattle, including corner-store legislation, business tax reform, neighborhood investment, and policies designed to strengthen local commercial districts.
	Helped expand economic opportunity for LGBTQ+ entrepreneurs, supporting supplier diversity efforts and the advancement of LGBTQ+ business certification in Washington.
	Mobilized GSBA’s voice on federal policy threats to nonprofits and LGBTQ+ organizations, joining national partners to protect charitable giving, scholarship programs, and nonprofit advocacy.
	Strengthened Capitol Hill public safety advocacy, connecting businesses with resources, supporting safety investments, and elevating neighborhood concerns with City partners.


	GSBA Financials
	Scholarship Financials
	$565,000
	Given in direct Scholarships

	Scholarship & Education
	For 35 years, the GSBA Scholarship & Education Fund has helped LGBTQ+ and allied scholars pursue education, build careers, and create new opportunities. Beyond financial support, scholars gain access to mentorship, professional development, and a community invested in their success across college, workforce development, and skilled trades.
	4 (8%)are Indigenous/First Peoples. 17 (33%) experience great financial need.  18 (35%) are from rural communities lacking infrastructure for LGBTQIA folks.  22 (42%) persist through their schooling with disabilities. 24 (46%) are first generation college students. 36 (69%) are transgender/gender diverse/gender non-conforming. 40 (77%) are BIPOC.
	Though from WA, scholars attend post-secondary schools across the US.

	Individual Donors
	Our scholars’ success is made possible by a community that believes in their potential. We are deeply grateful to every donor who invests in their education, their goals, and the opportunities ahead.
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	Named Funds create a lasting connection between generosity and opportunity. Established by individuals, families, and community partners, these funds honor meaningful stories and values while providing direct support to GSBA scholars year after year.
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